Through his musiec
and popularity
Bob Marley

transcended all
spheres of Jamaican
social life. In his
lifetime he bécame’s

a political thinker,

a Pan-African leader,
a selfless provider for
literally thousands of

people, and a true
revolutionax& who
placed his life on the

A

line at the service of

(4

national unity.
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ob Marley always preferredito place

himself af“the center of a universal

struggléracainst all forms of Oppres-

across the worlc

His Rastafanan world viedw privileged the fight
against Babylonian injusticeloyer nationalism.
He always resisted haying his music confined in
parochial boundaries as he was keenly, aw are of
the, divistons=that-theyiicreated; HE nev
Lomtmtable being Lh\)wh

he acuplcd the role w1th much ulumm

1975 intsviewhe commentedssiian Iamau,an
but it deesmiBmatter where Iamfrom, My f@ausic
is not bottled oy, certain peOple IPam dealing
with an internationak,juc ¢
t was the higherealling of God*that moti=

vated Marley, andithwas to God only that

Bob claimed allestancenHe never failed

to offer all worldly praise fophis talents to
Talgclaiming that 1t was Him-aloneswho was
worthy of adulation. *liamgpersonally a servant of
His Tmperial Majesty. doing'onty” what Jah send 1
here to doiihe\Would often_say.hisrrole as a
Rasty nessengenstiperseded all'othCgaSpects, of
his identity. -On the brink of intcrhational star-
dom in 1973y Neyille ' Willoughby in' af nows
terviewraskcdiBob how he felt being a
Jamaican and getung intcrnational respeet o
which he responded, “ITanan doniisec/I=self as

g Jamaican. I see I-self as being Rastal™

S Bob Marley was “figst
and foremost a Jamaiean. Jamaica

remained at the center of Bob's life

and work and he was always. en-

trenched.in the eulture of the island. In his man

net of speech, belidViorsappearance and attitude

he was unabashedly Jamaican. Exceptifigtt
months he was in ¢xile followma the assassin:
tion attenipt_on his 1976, hedliveduand
worked theie. ovenzas his Stardom rose. B

once lost sight of. (he Tmportance of the Jam:
culture to his art. Janaica was much more, than
Bob Marlev’s land of bixth: it wasawellsprmg of
nspication: from which heyincessant[¥<drewsin
the religious culture of the folls he found a“degp
appreciation for the biblical andispiritual tradi
tions that alwa tmed the root of his,mus

the eternal wisdom of the local proverbs and folk-
lore heé¥feundyparables applicablc for evervalife
situation. And it was BobiSiexpesicnce with the
social injustices and the myriad contradictions he
found in bis homeland“that informed_his.pesecp-
tion of“the _worldalnmai978 interviewdhe
rémarked. “To me Jamaica is a school.dEvery -
thing that is happening in Jamaica iS-happening
everywhere else.” To another interviewerhe once
commented, ] travel the whole world but Lnever

Jamaica yet.

- bove all it was toithe peopledof
Jamaica that Bob Marleyatelt most
connected. Despite his immense
talents, of which heéiWwasmatways

aware, he never distanced himself from them,
choosing words such' as “working-man.” “suf-
ferer” and “farmer to refer to himselfgAs he
once commented, “Affluent stapdatds are not
my way ife. [ do not evensthink about those
things. T live with"“thespeople’..liand no oné
person are fniendsiyet] and the all the peopledre
friends.” Jamaicans had a special’significance

Continued on page 44
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Prophet in His Own Country

ne Love Peace Concert in April 1978.
‘ul was Bob’s role. that in the run-up
980 elections. both political partics had
rated songs from his Uprising album
campaigns. Bob unceasingly present-
‘music as a moral alternative to the tribal-
m that party politics created. “My job.” he
once said, “1s to come between these politicians
~ and become something else for the people.” It is
this power which Marley commanded in
Jamaican society that made him both hero and
target. It is indeed one of the sad ironies of his
short-lived career that in 1976 he nearly lost his
life le rehearsing for a concert named after
the og song he ever composed solely for
J {“Smile Jamaica”). What he never
ived from his countrvmen during his life-
me has now been acknowledged in the years
since his passing. His global fame has over-
whelmed the recognition of the sportsmen and
mm‘i‘memaﬁoml reputations
d him. Though resistance to his interna-
al fame still lingers in certain quarters,
S in recent years have quite rightly felt
1 of pride in his achievements.
' 1, there continues to be a lack of
anding of Marley’s impor-
10 Jamaican social history.
sen during his lifetime. his humili-
tyle and charity concealed
X persona whose creative

headhnmg, th(;
70s were always

before his passing I asked
it about Bob Marley that
o unique. Manley, echoing a
by virtually everyone who
mmented that it was his discipline.
v' ltmg Bob in 1976 during
, for the Smile Jamaica concert
pressed with the way in which Bob

Jamaica was
1zch more than

BoB
MARLEY

& THE WAILERS

L H ANNUAL
band, COLLECTOR'S EDITION
rehears-
ing the

same song obsessively until everything was
right. Manley admitted that Bob Marley was the
most disciplined Jamaican he had ever known
and a superb leader. What made him such a
great leader, 1 asked? Manley responded, “Bob
Marley was a great leader not only because he
did what he did very well, but because he always
knew his limitations and never thought that he
could do it alone.”
ob Marley never suffered from illu-
sions of grandeur typical of per- -
formers in his position. For him cre-
ativity could only be born out of
community. In a country where the social barri-
ers created by colonialism pit the haves against
the have-nots. his music has always been a cel-
ebration of unity. His unflagging belief that in
the struggle against oppression everyone had a
potential role to play was made manifest in his
life. Whether on stage, on the football field, or
in his approach to music he always considered
himself part of an entity. After Manley and
Seaga descended the stage at the One Love
Peace Concert, Bob’s first utterance to his
Jamaican audience was, “The Spirit of
Togetherness must be there.” This philosophy
remains one of his most important lessons for
humankind.
amaica has changed a great deal since
Bob’s passing. Despite the country’s
rich creative potential it is doubtful
whether the sociocultural forces that
exist now can produce another artist of his cal-
iber. It is fo coincidence thats Bob Marley’s
entire musical career (1962- ), spanned what
was undoubtedly the most ptogressive period in
the independent history of the country.
Fortunately his legac strong and will only
grow stronger. Jamaicans like the rest of the
world, will continue to look to him for guidance
and understanding of the uncertain futtire that
lies ahead in this century and:the next. His work
will forever be a lesson to’u‘s all.

[Matthew Smith is a Jamaican P/1 D. candi-
date, currently teaching at the University of
Florida-Gainesville, and a noted Wailers re-
searcher. |



