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FESTIVAL IN THE DESERT

JANUARY 68

BY SUSAN CUMMINGS MARONI ¢« PHOTOS BY BANNING EYRE AND SEAN BARLOW
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us—astride slim, gentle camels (not the big ungain
ly double-humped dromedaries | had envisioned).
Their lavish attire was a source of wonderment and
soon of imitation. The men's distinctive headwrap,
which covers the neck and often the face as well,

turns out to be ideal protection from sun, wind,
. #rsand and cold, and looks very elegant too.

The Touareg people call themselves Kel Tama-
shek, after the name of their language. Although
many Tamashek are now settling into communities,

they have roamed a territory that extends through
northern Mali, Algeria, Mauritania and Niger.

By 3 o'clock the stage was being readied for the
official opening of the third annual Festival in the
Desert. Malian Minister of Culture Cheikh Oumar
Sissoko, a well-known film producer, spoke eloquently

J of the spectacular beautfl' and desperate needs of the
L reglon The Tamaﬁbekpeople have been torn by civil war
of education. They have
d herd loss from lack
N \ g of i e Niger River.
of Culture explained, the Festival aims to
e ation of traditional celebrations, often held in

~ winter months by the Tamashek therings provided opportunities for isolated

= nomaﬂc—tﬂbes to somallze and re 'w nces. The event also commemorates the advent of
ee y ago after many years of civil war. .

stlval was the sense that we as Westerners were invited guests
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