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The African fascipation with reggac began as soon as Kota and Ras Kimono dominate.the youth conscious-
records from: Jamaica's finest reached the naess andthe charts, Roger'sconversationwith the'mys-
r Continent in the early *70s. Local bands began terious and charismatic Fashek the Rainmaker isone of
to incorporate Jah' music into their repertoires, cover- the two features in thissection. i
ing hit songs by Bob Marley and Jimmy Clilfand adding Few recent concerts have captured my imagination
their: own- indigenous. musical flavorings. Black Star. - and dancing feet as much as Lucky Dube’si:0s Angeles
Linter: Reggaie From Africa (Heartbeat, 1083), avarious - debut. Combining vocal chops rivaled by few ‘and
artists compilation of groups from Nigetia; Sierra Le-  enough energy to power 2 medium-size city, Dube de-
oncand Liberia, was the first hint to Americanears.that .~ 1 red across the board. The: former South Alrican
Alfrican fusicians were listening to and putting.their mbaqaiiga singer has become the top pop star in his
oown twist on reggae. Some artists, like Nigeria’s Sonny "~ ‘native: land; his Slave atbum has'sold more than any
Okosti, bad hitsthat used the £ = . .releasein South. African pop
steady heartbeat riddim. But history. - Jim Gardper's in--
it was.not until the advent of sight(ul interview with Dube is
Alpha Blondy from the lvory the other half of this section,
Coast that ‘reggee, Alrican an honest.and truth-sceking
“style, 'went international. it introduction to ‘one of the
was BIo;{dyyvho once told me contenders for the hearts and
that'reggae music.is another X minds . of the international
Alrican:music.” . reggae family: :
Reggae has become one of Africanreggae hastakenits
“the’ dominant “Pan-Alricaft place alongside its Jamaican
forms. / Toure Kunda. from: and British brothers as one of
Sénegal “has: experimented: the most: potent forms of
“witha feggac crossover sound, - music on the planet. How
while newcomer Adioa has many more ‘yoong Blondys,
released a slick, progressive Fasheks and Dubes are living
“atbum on Mango. In Nigeria, and grooving in the great ar-
regpaes so big that some crit- ban centers like-Lagos, ”
.. ics fear it may overwhelpy the Abidjan, Soweto, Dakarand
focalstyles. As Roger'Steffens . Nairobi or the villages not
reported in-Vol. 9. #2 of The '\ | l (/1 found 6n most maps? As Bob
Beat, the likes: off Majck -t once said, only time will tell.
Fashek, the' Mandators, Tera ~Tom Cheyney
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Senegalese artist Maxidilick Adioa Is
just one of the current crop of young
African hopefuls using reggae’s
heartbeat rhythm to spread their
messages.
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